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Abstract

How do protests aect police responsiveness? Local governments delegate power to
the police as the primary overseers of domestic law and order, especially during periods
of upheaval. The police themselves can be individual or collective political actors,
and both their institutions and street-level behaviors have been the targets of protest
movements. This paper analyzes variation in employee absenteeism for members of the
Minneapolis Police Department as a function of the prevalence and political issues of
local protests. Results show that protest waves can both mobilize and demobilize police
ocers, depending on the window of time considered. In the long run, policing-issue
protests in the summer of 2020 generated signicant long-term increases in rates of
paid absences among sworn MPD personnel. In the short term, the days of and days
immediately following policing protests are associated with a signicant decrease in
ocers’ paid absence rates, indicating greater mobilization at the margins. Civilian
personnel’s absence patterns are unchanged by protest occurrences. Of all prominent
and recurrent political issues featured at Minneapolis protests between 2017 and 2025,
only policing-issue protests persistently cause short-term changes in absenteeism. These
results are robust to controlling for blue centered protest characteristics such as crowd
size, arrests, injuries, and damages, along with COVID-19 case rates. The results help
explain how protest-caused demobilization such as the Blue Flu and work slowdowns
can coexist with prior evidence suggesting protests as mobilization mechanisms, with
the same protest events both pushing and pulling ocers from the front lines.
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1 Introduction

D         2020,    

A          U.S.   

     B A. T A    

  ,     ,      -

      (M 2018). S-  ,

  ,          

  (L 1980; B  G 1997). W  

         U.S. -  (.., V  . 2017)

         ,    

 -      (S  W

2017; M 2018; S 2026; W 2026).

T         . A    -

     U.S.       , -

         -    

(D, S,  A 2011; B 2021; S 2025; S  J

2025). B            

    –           

 . T     ,       

          ,     

B L M    2020,      .

T  ,  -        . M-

, M      B L M,     

      . L    

       B       . W 

      2020,        
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            

        G F   2020 B L M

 . M         -,

          . T 

            

      ,        .

T             

 ,      M P D 

   C C C       

J 2017  S 2025. D      

 , ,      . T 

    - ,      

               , 

        M    .

R      G F      2020 B L

M     -  -    

    M P D. T     

 ,        (   ) 

-  -    ,       2.5 

         . H,  

   -    B L M   F 

    , 7     . P  

      9          ,

  7      . A      ,

       -    BLM   

,  12  17     -BLM . F  

           .
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T           , 

, ,  . T         

 , COVID-19 ,       

.

A   ,     -     

    B L M  ( 75    

M 2020),        - (  40

   J 2021)  . T       G F

    -         M

 :       -  ,  

            -  

. O    ,  -    

-  -   ,    M 

           .

T  -    -      

 MPD           M 

- ,       F . B 

              

(E, S,  MC 2003; E  S 2006; E 2011),    

     B        B

      (R, S,  MC 2012; P

2021). A S (2025) , B L M      

 :     M ,     

 ,          . A

              

      ,       

         .
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T          

  . A     ,   - 

    - (G 2020; S 2026)    

      - . N   

              ,

             . A  

,         U S    

             

    ,          

        . T     

  : B L M    - ,  , 

   -       (W 2020).

S,        -   

 . O       , 

        --     

   . T B W  S (C  W 1998) 

        ,    

         . P  

      (A  . 2025),   

              (K,

L,  M 2020). S ,    ,    

  . B    ,     M P

D            

     . S      ,  

    -  (.., W (2026))   

         - .
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T,              

     U S. D    -

          ,     (B

 . 2025). R          

    ,    -  ,

      (N 2021; F  H 2024; P

2024). A   ,       — 

        D  I  C

E 287() —          

            

       . W    

            (DA 2024), 

           

    -,  ,   

   .

2 Policing Protests

T   , - ,       

. I   ,         

         . T   

   , ,         

 . T       :   

  (A  . 2021; B  P 2010; D B 2022, 2024), 

   (G 2011; G 2016),     

(I 2014),         (  )  

    (M  R 2020). A   
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A             

     U.S. G (2008)  S  W (2017) 

                ,  

 -       . T

B L M           .

I ,  A           

 ,           . E

            (K,

L,  M 2020; C  F 2023; A  . 2025),  

--       U.S.  (F 2019; K

 M 2020; B  . 2025),        (B

2014; L 2018; K  K 2022),         

(M 2018; B, MK,  S 2019). P   

     -- ,    

     (Z 2019; DS 2022; S 2026; B

). I    , U.S.         

              (M

2015; R 2020; H, ..)         

 .

C            

  . R        

             .1 P  

           ,  

       (   ) 

   --    B  . 2025.

1. Megan Brenan, Democrats’ Condence in U.S. Institutions Sinks to New Low, Gallup, July 17, 2025,
news.gallup.com/poll/692633/democrats-condence-institutions-sinks-new-low.aspx
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H          ?

T           

  . O  ,         

     ,       -

        D 2000; E 2003). S 

        ,     

   (A 2013),       (E, S,

 MC 2003),         (R  Z

2019). O   ,           

    . R     ,  

      -       

,   -, ,  ,     

(E, S,  MC 2003; E  S 2006; S  D 2009; D,

S,  A 2011). P    , ,  

              (V 2005).

H,      U.S.  . D -  -

    U S     (94  96 ,

)2, 21- -       -.

A   ACLED    2020 U.S.  ,   3.5  

      -     - .

P         - ,     16

       (B 2021). T T M I

   M 1  O 31, 2020,       (-

     )      - , 1.4 

    ,  3.8         

2. From ACLED’s analysis of U.S. protests from April 8, 2020 to January 1, 2021. Dr Roudabeh Kishi,
ACLED’s director of research and innovation, cautioned that an unknown percentage of violent protests
may be responses to violence initiated by state agents.
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     (K  J 2024). A  

 -      (  ,  ) -

              

     (L 2020). R-     

   --         

,     - (S 2025). P    

   A A       ,

       (D, S,  A

2011). M        .

3 Case Study: Minneapolis

T    M, M       

     . M         

MPD , D C,  G F,   B   

,       . T    

   B L M ,    15  26  U.S. 

     2020 (B, B,  P 2020). C 

   21-  ,   M P D 

 . P          M 2020,

  MPD T P  (P  S 2020).

T   M         

  ,            ,

               F

. T             M.

H  M        PTSD   -

   , (ON 2022). I   -, M  
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               

,      G F        

     ,       

       . M   

-           -  

  .

T     M P D  -, 

           . B

 2020  ,  MPD   C AI,    

   . MPD   SS,       

,  S,          

   CCTV (H  M 2020). MPD     

           (P

C O C 2019;   H  M (2020)).

A  2020 B L M ,      

MPD    . MPD   -  , 

      . A    

D C  ,  MPD  O S N   

        G F. F  

          --  , 

             ,

   MIT Technology Review (R-M  R 2022). S 

,  , -  ,     

          ,   

    (R-M  R 2022).
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T             

   . R     ,   

     -- :      

     , ,  . I      

,        -   

    . O      ,    

 ,           

     . B      :     

   ,     ,    

. B             

   ,  ,      

     -- /     

 . I         ,  

 ,     ,         

 ,       . I    , 

 MPD      ,  -  

     ,        

 ,  . T         : 

           

  ,           

     ,          .

P       . P  

 --           ,  

      . C,     

         ,   
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  ,        . W 

     -        

   -  -      ,   

       ,      

  . T            

        ,     

   . O    ,       

       :   ,    

       - . S - 

     (         

 )          .

T            

      ,    

 . P    ,     ,

         ,    , 

 . T          :

I              

   ,             

 --- . O   ,     

    ,        

        -- . P

         (  A 

P )             

 . T           

,     , ,    (S 2025).

T              

   :          
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           ,  -

      ,  -   

. I         -,  ,  MPD  

   ,   -       . L-

          ,     

           

 . I M,       20   MPD 

       M  J 2020,  155 

   . T           

  ,      -2021 (ON 2022). T   

       1      .

T               

 . A       ,   -

            . I M,

-            G F,

          ( U,

I  G-)  /  ( D T 

). Figure 1            G

F        . A   ,   

 -          

              

 .

I  - (    ),      

            . W 

B L M   M        -

       PTSD, - ,   

    G F,         
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  -         . O  

,       (,  )  

    ,     - 

-    . I  , -   M

         :     

     ,       - .

H,              

. T       ,    

- ,             

     . M     ,  ,

         . O   ,  

               :

--  ,   .

A   M P D       ,

     . T      

C  M   P O F  M ( ,

,  )            

  . P         96   , 

    . I          

   3,           

      ,   , ,  ,   

. U        ,  

 ,        .4. U   

 ,        

     5 T M C  P    

3. Labor Agreement - Police Unit §22.02
4. Ibid. §25.02
5. Ibid.
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     ,     ,  T E (

 M)         , ,   .6.

T,          

     ,         

   . S, -  - -    ,

      -       J 2020 

Figure 1.

5 Data

T         C  M  M P

D   . T       

 J 1, 2014,  S 6, 2025. T    , 

,  ,   (  ),   (  ), 

,         . T    

              

  ,      - . W  C

C C     J 1, 2017,   

  304,692   3,171 .

5.1 Dependent Variable

T  --        M P

D,    -  ,     

              .7 I 

  ,         . J   

6. §20.02
7. A second records request pulled rst-of-the-month headcounts for sworn and civilian personnel, with

linear interpolation used to estimate employment on days between.
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       .8. R complete   

   0             ( ,

 ,  ,  ).

Figure 1            ,

    . A           

   (     J 4  -- ).

A       -2020 (   J 7, 2020) 

    -       PTSD ,

       (ON 2022). M    

,      ,         2020.

F 1: M PD A O T

Note: Lines are weekly means of absence rates, measured as hours per employee. Dotted line placed
on 5/25/20, the date of George Floyd’s death and start of Minneapolis BLM protests.

8. A 2023 copy of the MPD’s Policy and Procedure Manual was used to match employee’s job titles or
ranks to sworn or civilian categories
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T 1: D S  MPD A R

T M S. D. M M R D / E P. D

Civilians

P 0.5752 0.4328 0.0000 2.9077 2.9077 3,023 95.3%
U 0.0283 0.0903 0.0000 1.8156 1.8156 1,109 35.0%

Sworn Personnel

P 0.8636 0.3889 0.0663 2.2244 2.1581 3,171 100.0%
U 0.0198 0.0255 0.0000 0.2426 0.2426 2,049 64.6%

T          ,   

        t       

  : Absence Ratet. P,        

  ,              

 ,             

     . C      . S 

          ,   

               

.9 Table 1     -  .

5.2 Explanatory Variables

E     H A C C C C

(CCC)   U.S. ,     J 1, 2017. T CCC

        ,     

 ,  , ,  . I     

  .

P        M, MN. T CCC 

               

          . U R grepl

9. Unpaid civilian absences are so rare that they are excluded from further analysis.
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,             

          . M 

    ,  Figure 2       

    ,    2020.10

F 2: F  I T  M P

Note: Colored bars show the frequency of each protest issue as coded per year. As many protests
had > 1 coded issue, black dots represent the actual number of protests per year.

S        , Protestst     

          . I   

              .

F , Protestspolicing, t          

 t      .

10. To the author’s knowledge, no signicant change in data coding guidelines occurred in 2020 to indicate
a change in the coding of protest issues between 2019 and 2020. The rst wave of the CCC’s data collection
eorts concluded on December 31, 2020.

18



5.3 Control Variables

U CCC ,           

       ,  ,   . T

   :  2.8, 0.5,  2.6   M ,

. F,            

      0 (     )  4 ( 

  ). T CCC      , size cat, 

     . H, 48       

,     0. A T A1      .

G     COVID-19       BLM , 

     M          

     .11 F,   , BLM,    

        G F. T pre-BLM 

     M 25, 2020,    F . T BLM   

    M 25, 2020  J 20, 2021,       

     G F S (G F S, U

I R T T - CBS M 2021). Post-BLM     

 J 20, 2021,       .

6 Methods

T          ,  - P

            

 -         . OLS  

G         A. Y    

 ,        . F

11. Accessed via https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/stats/case.html
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       ,      

  . M           

. F, ---       ,  

     M-F   ,  --

  . W         ( 

     )       

    ,        

 M-F .

T      :

A Rt ∼ P(µt)

(µt) = β0 + β1Pt + β2Pinjuries,t + β3Parrests,t

+ β4Pproperty,t + β5Pmaxsize,t + β6BLMt + β7COVIDt

+ γd + γm + γy

 (µt)              MPD

  t, β1Pt         M   ,

β2Pinjuries,t            ,

β3Parrests,t        , β4Pproperty,t  

      ,  β5Pmaxsize,t   

     . β7COVIDt   COVID-19    M, 

β6BLMt                

 B L M    M. γd, γm, γy  , , 

  , . H-   (HC1)    

.
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Table 2               

  MPD      . M 1  3  B L M

             

   BLM    . A   , ,  

     . M 4  6   BLM 

 Protestst             

 .

I    ,  -         

    . W   (M 3),      2.14

     . M 4, 5,  6   BLM   

          . W

 P × BLM      -  -BLM ,  BLM

         7.6     

. T            

      ,   -  

  12  14 . N,  B L M      

        –   75  . I 

 ,        37  40    

-BLM . Figure 3        

      ,      B L M 

   -          .

Table 3           . T  

          ,  

 1      . D  BLM ,    

  6      . T      
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T 2: E  P  S-D P O A R

M: (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)

Variables
C P -0.0274∗∗ -0.0252∗∗ -0.0217∗ -0.0056 -0.0062 -0.0043

(0.0088) (0.0085) (0.0103) (0.0056) (0.0061) (0.0051)
C P × BLM P -0.0804∗∗ -0.0777∗∗ -0.0792∗∗

(0.0251) (0.0253) (0.0255)
C P × P-BLM P -0.0100 -0.0083 -0.0080

(0.0092) (0.0096) (0.0092)
BLM P 0.5626∗∗∗ 0.5674∗∗∗ 0.5681∗∗∗ 0.5858∗∗∗ 0.5880∗∗∗ 0.5878∗∗∗

(0.0315) (0.0311) (0.0312) (0.0313) (0.0311) (0.0310)
P-BLM P 0.3408∗∗∗ 0.3440∗∗∗ 0.3456∗∗∗ 0.3209∗∗∗ 0.3240∗∗∗ 0.3238∗∗∗

(0.0485) (0.0483) (0.0483) (0.0488) (0.0487) (0.0487)
COVID-19 R 0.0003∗∗∗ 0.0003∗∗∗ 0.0003∗∗∗ 0.0003∗∗∗ 0.0003∗∗∗ 0.0003∗∗∗

(5.6× 10−5) (5.56× 10−5) (5.54× 10−5) (5.69× 10−5) (5.65× 10−5) (5.63× 10−5)
P / C I -0.0242 -0.0215 -0.0086 -0.0059

(0.1469) (0.1478) (0.1449) (0.1471)
P / P D -0.1474∗ -0.1489∗ -0.1274† -0.1305†

(0.0722) (0.0721) (0.0721) (0.0717)
P / A A 0.0369 0.0402 0.0709 0.0734

(0.0618) (0.0616) (0.0616) (0.0609)
M C: 10 -0.0174 -0.0169

(0.0198) (0.0183)
M C: 100 -0.0041 0.0072

(0.0242) (0.0225)
M C: 1,000 -0.0174 -0.0090

(0.0432) (0.0411)
M C: 10,000 -0.1533 -0.2021

(0.1340) (0.1423)

Fit statistics
O 3,171 3,171 3,171 3,171 3,171 3,171
S C 0.66498 0.66649 0.66665 0.66808 0.66915 0.66950
P R2 0.05833 0.05842 0.05844 0.05860 0.05867 0.05869
BIC 6,157.7 6,181.3 6,213.4 6,172.1 6,195.9 6,228.0

Heteroskedasticity-robust standard-errors in parentheses
Signif. Codes: ***: 0.001, **: 0.01, *: 0.05, †: 0.1

Heteroskedasticity-robust standard errors in parentheses. All models include day-of-week, month, and year
FEs. Sample restricted to Minneapolis police ocers. BLM period lasts from May 25, 2020 to June 20, 2021,
and post-BLM period lasts from June 21, 2020 to September 6, 2025; both use pre-BLM period (January 1,
2017 to May 24, 2020) as baseline. Estimated via xed eects Poisson.
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F 3: M C  O P A R  S-D P V

 ,      -    

   . F,         (   

)      -      , 

        .

T    ,         

         ,       

    B L M   M. F M 2020  J 2021, 

         ,     

        . A   ,

        G F,    

COVID-19     2020  2021. T      

 100   -          

 F . T    2021     . C 
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T 3: E  P  O-D L P S O L

M: (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)

Variables
C P -0.0144∗ -0.0111† -0.0127 0.0020 0.0018 0.0001

(0.0069) (0.0063) (0.0087) (0.0032) (0.0032) (0.0040)
C P × BLM P -0.0696∗∗∗ -0.0618∗∗∗ -0.0648∗∗∗

(0.0191) (0.0173) (0.0177)
C P × P-BLM P -0.0056 -0.0031 -0.0035

(0.0074) (0.0075) (0.0083)
BLM P 0.5682∗∗∗ 0.5751∗∗∗ 0.5755∗∗∗ 0.5885∗∗∗ 0.5919∗∗∗ 0.5918∗∗∗

(0.0319) (0.0311) (0.0309) (0.0314) (0.0310) (0.0309)
P-BLM P 0.3502∗∗∗ 0.3509∗∗∗ 0.3537∗∗∗ 0.3305∗∗∗ 0.3327∗∗∗ 0.3341∗∗∗

(0.0487) (0.0478) (0.0475) (0.0492) (0.0484) (0.0481)
COVID-19 R 0.0003∗∗∗ 0.0003∗∗∗ 0.0002∗∗∗ 0.0003∗∗∗ 0.0003∗∗∗ 0.0003∗∗∗

(5.47× 10−5) (5.42× 10−5) (5.42× 10−5) (5.57× 10−5) (5.5× 10−5) (5.49× 10−5)
P / C I -0.2787 -0.2812 -0.2657 -0.2703

(0.2225) (0.2216) (0.2205) (0.2190)
P / P D -0.1895∗ -0.1892∗ -0.1724∗ -0.1733∗

(0.0746) (0.0736) (0.0734) (0.0722)
P / A A 0.0302 0.0176 0.0554 0.0411

(0.0652) (0.0649) (0.0651) (0.0650)
M S: 10 -0.0190 -0.0198

(0.0196) (0.0187)
M S: 100 0.0287 0.0405∗

(0.0211) (0.0199)
M S: 1,000 -0.0141 -0.0108

(0.0437) (0.0416)
M S: 10,000 0.2053∗∗ 0.1721∗∗

(0.0641) (0.0591)

Fixed-eects
D  W Y Y Y Y Y Y
M Y Y Y Y Y Y
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Fit statistics
O 3,170 3,170 3,170 3,170 3,170 3,170
S C 0.66439 0.66785 0.66883 0.66684 0.66950 0.67062
P R2 0.05831 0.05854 0.05861 0.05854 0.05872 0.05880
BIC 6,156.3 6,179.0 6,210.8 6,171.0 6,194.0 6,225.7

Heteroskedasticity-robust standard-errors in parentheses
Signif. Codes: ***: 0.001, **: 0.01, *: 0.05, †: 0.1

Heteroskedasticity-robust standard errors in parentheses. All models include day-of-week, month, and year
FEs. Sample restricted to Minneapolis police ocers. BLM period lasts from May 25, 2020 to June 20, 2021,
and post-BLM period lasts from June 21, 2020 to September 6, 2025; both use pre-BLM period (January 1,
2017 to May 24, 2020) as baseline. Estimated via xed eects Poisson.
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  ( A T A8)       ,  

   B L M  (   12 , 

  75    ),       B L M

           

. T              

        ,  

     BLM .

H,      M    2020,   

        . T   

  all              

  B L M ,  -  . Tables 4

and 5  -  -       - 

,    O P       

  .

I  , -       10   

 -   ,    8      . P 

         -  ,

           BLM   12

. S        

           BLM- ,  

-     B L M . T   

-    . T   -  

    , Figure 4        

        . P- 

           ,    (

 -, -U  -P )    .
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T 4: E  P P  S-D P S O L

M: (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)

Variables
P P -0.0976∗∗∗ -0.0954∗∗∗ -0.0927∗∗∗ -0.0993 -0.1053 -0.0797

(0.0226) (0.0240) (0.0253) (0.0617) (0.0647) (0.0633)
O P -0.0082 -0.0085 -0.0067 -0.0038 -0.0044 -0.0040

(0.0057) (0.0057) (0.0064) (0.0042) (0.0047) (0.0048)
P × BLM P. -0.0367 -0.0326 -0.0598

(0.0761) (0.0811) (0.0786)
P × P-BLM P. 0.0635 0.0741 0.0525

(0.0650) (0.0681) (0.0651)
O × BLM P. 0.0041 0.0039 0.0041

(0.0346) (0.0341) (0.0340)
O × P-BLM P. -0.0086 -0.0082 -0.0080

(0.0087) (0.0089) (0.0093)
BLM P. 0.5808∗∗∗ 0.5822∗∗∗ 0.5822∗∗∗ 0.5881∗∗∗ 0.5894∗∗∗ 0.5884∗∗∗

(0.0307) (0.0305) (0.0306) (0.0318) (0.0316) (0.0313)
P-BLM P. 0.3465∗∗∗ 0.3488∗∗∗ 0.3498∗∗∗ 0.3343∗∗∗ 0.3356∗∗∗ 0.3335∗∗∗

(0.0473) (0.0472) (0.0472) (0.0475) (0.0474) (0.0476)
COVID-19 R 0.0002∗∗∗ 0.0002∗∗∗ 0.0002∗∗∗ 0.0002∗∗∗ 0.0002∗∗∗ 0.0002∗∗∗

(5.51× 10−5) (5.45× 10−5) (5.46× 10−5) (5.42× 10−5) (5.37× 10−5) (5.38× 10−5)
P / C I. -0.0078 -0.0055 0.0333 0.0401

(0.1434) (0.1451) (0.1449) (0.1480)
P / P. D -0.1042 -0.1061 -0.1099 -0.1132

(0.0753) (0.0751) (0.0757) (0.0754)
P / A 0.0740 0.0741 0.0933 0.0919

(0.0594) (0.0593) (0.0623) (0.0616)
M C: 10 -0.0145 -0.0169

(0.0186) (0.0190)
M C: 100 0.0022 0.0102

(0.0222) (0.0237)
M C: 1,000 -0.0118 0.0063

(0.0400) (0.0420)
M C: 10,000 -0.0913 -0.1448

(0.1509) (0.1443)

Fit statistics
O 3,171 3,171 3,171 3,171 3,171 3,171
S C 0.66974 0.67068 0.67082 0.67173 0.67284 0.67319
P R2 0.05870 0.05875 0.05876 0.05883 0.05889 0.05891
BIC 6,163.4 6,187.3 6,219.5 6,194.9 6,218.7 6,250.8

Signif. Codes: ***: 0.001, **: 0.01, *: 0.05, †: 0.1

Heteroskedasticity-robust standard errors in parentheses. All models include day-of-week, month, and year
FEs. Sample restricted to Minneapolis police ocers. BLM period lasts from May 25, 2020 to June 20, 2021,
and post-BLM period lasts from June 21, 2020 to September 6, 2025; both use pre-BLM period (January 1,
2017 to May 24, 2020) as baseline. Estimated via xed eects Poisson.
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T 5: E  P P  O-D L P S O L

M: (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)

Variables
P P -0.0775∗∗∗ -0.0678∗∗∗ -0.0755∗∗∗ 0.0562 0.0524 0.0128

(0.0175) (0.0159) (0.0173) (0.0474) (0.0469) (0.0550)
O P 0.0014 0.0017 -0.0002 0.0010 0.0007 -0.0004

(0.0041) (0.0041) (0.0051) (0.0031) (0.0033) (0.0041)
P × BLM P. -0.1722∗∗ -0.1577∗∗ -0.1237†

(0.0590) (0.0573) (0.0635)
P × P-BLM P. -0.0825 -0.0694 -0.0331

(0.0512) (0.0508) (0.0556)
O × BLM P. 0.0186 0.0174 0.0144

(0.0310) (0.0312) (0.0317)
O × P-BLM P. -0.0012 -0.0001 -0.0010

(0.0076) (0.0077) (0.0086)
BLM P. 0.5836∗∗∗ 0.5865∗∗∗ 0.5874∗∗∗ 0.5907∗∗∗ 0.5930∗∗∗ 0.5916∗∗∗

(0.0311) (0.0306) (0.0306) (0.0316) (0.0311) (0.0310)
P-BLM P. 0.3515∗∗∗ 0.3518∗∗∗ 0.3544∗∗∗ 0.3438∗∗∗ 0.3438∗∗∗ 0.3430∗∗∗

(0.0475) (0.0471) (0.0469) (0.0479) (0.0476) (0.0475)
COVID-19 R 0.0003∗∗∗ 0.0003∗∗∗ 0.0002∗∗∗ 0.0002∗∗∗ 0.0002∗∗∗ 0.0002∗∗∗

(5.42× 10−5) (5.36× 10−5) (5.37× 10−5) (5.38× 10−5) (5.33× 10−5) (5.34× 10−5)
P / C I -0.2618 -0.2643 -0.2271 -0.2290

(0.2217) (0.2211) (0.2197) (0.2183)
P / P. D -0.1538∗ -0.1501∗ -0.1556∗ -0.1562∗

(0.0761) (0.0753) (0.0749) (0.0741)
P / A 0.0543 0.0391 0.0658 0.0512

(0.0648) (0.0644) (0.0637) (0.0634)
M C: 10 -0.0164 -0.0234

(0.0180) (0.0188)
M C: 100 0.0368† 0.0389†

(0.0192) (0.0206)
M C: 1,000 -0.0093 0.0010

(0.0412) (0.0418)
M C: 10,000 0.2729∗∗∗ 0.1714∗

(0.0542) (0.0742)

Fit statistics
O 3,170 3,170 3,170 3,170 3,170 3,170
S C 0.66869 0.67089 0.67227 0.67079 0.67264 0.67371
P R2 0.05862 0.05877 0.05887 0.05876 0.05890 0.05898
BIC 6,162.4 6,185.6 6,217.3 6,193.8 6,217.1 6,248.8

Signif. Codes: ***: 0.001, **: 0.01, *: 0.05, †: 0.1

Heteroskedasticity-robust standard errors in parentheses. All models include day-of-week, month, and year
FEs. Sample restricted to Minneapolis police ocers. BLM period lasts from May 25, 2020 to June 20, 2021,
and post-BLM period lasts from June 21, 2020 to September 6, 2025; both use pre-BLM period (January 1,
2017 to May 24, 2020) as baseline. Estimated via xed eects Poisson.
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F 4: E  P I  P S A H

Note: 95% CIs. The model from which coecient estimates are derived include day-of-week, month, and
year xed eects. Sample restricted to paid absence rates for sworn Minneapolis ocers. BLM period lasts
from May 25, 2020 to June 20, 2021, and post-BLM period lasts from June 21, 2020 to September 6, 2025.
Estimated via xed eects Possion.
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T        . S      

 ,            

 - ,      . T  ,

A T A11  A12 -         

    . D    -    

     -        

   ,          

   BLM  . R     - OLS 

(A T A5  A6)        -  

 (A T A3  A4).

8 Additional Tests

R        G F      

    ,   BLM        

(   G F S)         

. T BLM           

           F  

      2020,        

      .

T       2020       

,            

   ,      ,     

       . 90       

 Protestst ,        90     M

25, 2020. Pt           

      -   . T  
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     -  -   ,  

      :   ,      

. G    - ,  P   

   ,             

     ,      . Figure 5   

   .

F 5: P-A R O T

Note: Dots and triangles show marginal change of same-day and lagged coecients for the [time period

× Protestst] interaction. The 90-day reference period corresponds to 2/24/20 through 5/24/20, the three

months prior to George Floyd’s death. Condence levels shown at 95 percent. All models keep day, month,

and year FEs. Sworn and civilian paid models use a xed eects Poisson regression, and both unpaid models

use a xed eects logit model with a binary dependent variable indicating a date with a 0 absence rate.
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T    Figure 5        .

D    -   Protestst   - ,

           . A  

 , COVID-19     . F    

  ,  90- ,   -   ,  

         F 26  M 25, 2020. I

 90   G F ,  Protestst    0.25 

,   28        -    

M 2020   A    . W     - 

           90  179 

-,             -,

  180  359   F ,    N 2020   M

 2021.

P              

,         . U

           -  -. A

 ,        ,   

 2    6    .

T             

         ,    

      B L M      G

F. A    ,         

        . A   , Figure

6              

        X      ,   

            . E   

        ,     6    
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        ( --, , , 

BLM  . G    , D-K  

    .

T      :       

,         ,   

    ,     ,    

 . A ,      ,   

          . R   

,                

  .

F 6: D-L P A S A P,  I,  S P

Note: Condence levels shown at 95 percent for log changes in sworn ocer paid absence rates.

Events are dened as dates in which at least one protest occurs under the respective political issue.

Model is a xed eects Poisson model with Driscoll-Kraay standard errors clustered by date, with

xed eects for day of the week, month, year, and BLM levels included.
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O       ( )   

    : , ,   . P    

  (0.75)      :     -0.088

 -0.067, ,   8.4  6.5    -   

   . F         

-0.043,   4.2      .

9 Discussion and Conclusion

T       - ,   B L M

      G F   M P D

,     -     MPD  . O 

,         -    , 

          G F . W

            

,     M 2020   ,      

   M . A   ,  --   

-       ,     

         -    

 . T          -

             .

N   ,       , 

        ,     

     (  -, -U,  -P

,  -  ). T    -  

 B L M       : ,  BLM 

  - ,          
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- ,             . O

  (, , )         

,    -      - (..,

 ,       ,      ).

F          , 

        . F   

             

               .

S,    -      

      ,        

             

     . A S (2025) , B L M 

  U.S.            

   :   BLM      

--       ,       

  status quo.

F           

   . I         

          ,  

           

    . M     ,   

    -    ,  

         2020. D   

        -? A - 

       - ,     ?

E  (W 2020)  ,       

    ( )   . D
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   -         

,               

   .
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