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Salthor.rse, T. A. Agc and Tachistoscopic Perception. Experimental Aging
Research, 19?6, Z (2), 91-103. A perception experiment involving tachisto-
scopic exposures of I0 alphabetic characters was conducted in order to answer
the following qnestions. Do young and old adult subjects exhibit performance
difierences in tachistoscopic perception which involves the earliest stages of in-
formation processir.rg; and, if so, what is the nature of these difiercnces? The answcr
to thc first part of the question was a clear and definite yes. Old adult subiects
were found to 1>erform at a significantly lower level than younger adu'lt subjects
in nearly a'll measures of perccptual perform:rnce. With respect to the second
part of the question, both strategy and capacity difterences wcre found to be re

sponsible for the poorer pcrformance of the older subjects. The older subjects
used a suboptimal performance strartegy morc freqttently, and werc apparently
slower at processing visual information than younger subiects.

Although previous research investigations have been quite suc-

cessful in the identification of gross differences in the behavior of

young and old people, at present very little is known about the

specific deficits responsible for those differences. One perspective

that may prove successful in this regard is to view the experimental

subject as an in{ormation-processing organism. This view en-

tails the conceptualization of perceptual, motor, and cognitive

activity as the end result of a succession of stages during which

the input (stimulus information) is received, transformed, and

otherwise acted upon, and an appropriate response is selected, pre-

pared, and executed.
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