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RELG 2300: Religious Ethics and Moral Problems

Spring 2015
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 11:00-11:50


    Professor Mathewes 

and Discussion Section


  




         Dell 1, Room 103
Course Description:  


This course examines several contemporary moral issues from the standpoint of major Western religious traditions (Protestant and Catholic Christianity, Judaism, and Islam) as well as from several broadly secularistic perspectives.  We will consider moral issues such as marriage, friendship, truthfulness, capital punishment, warfare, and the meaning of work, career, and vocation.  Particular attention will be paid to what selected authorities and thinkers in the above traditions say about these issues, how they reach their conclusions, and how their theological or philosophical convictions influence their moral judgments, and how those judgments in turn influence their convictions.

Course Format: 

The course consists of lectures (Tu&Th 11:00-11:50) and a weekly discussion section.  Attendance at all lectures and discussion sections is mandatory; failure to attend will affect your grade.

Requirements: 

1. Mid-term exam (Thursday, February 26, in class):




15%

2. Two synthesis papers  







15%, 25%


(Explanation: One 1200-1500 word paper due before spring break (TBA), and one 1500-2000 word paper due near the end of term (TBA).  More information handed out in sections.) 
3. In-Lecture Quizzes 








  5%
4. Discussion Section participation






15%

(Explanation of discussion section participation: This grade measures active participation in class.  Attendance in section is not counted as "active participation;" it is simply mandatory.  If you acquire more than one unexcused discussion section absence, and your TA and I find it impossible for you to make it up, you will lose one step on your final grade, for each absence.)

5. Final Exam (Tuesday, May 5, 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM)



25%

Required Materials: 

Course packet available from N.K. Print & Design, 7 Elliewood Ave., info@nkprintdesign.com, ph#434-296-9669.
Credit / No Credit Option:  If you choose to take this course "Credit/No Credit," please be advised that I give "credit" only for final grades of a B-minus average or above; that is, a C or D is awarded a "no credit" grade in this class.  Beware!  
Most basically, beyond the written work, you must do three things to succeed in this class:

(1) you must read and think about the texts;

(2) you must read and think about the texts;

(3) you must read the texts, and think about them.
The Honor Code

Students at the University of Virginia are privileged to operate within a system of honor that assumes a level of behavior not expected in many other schools.  You are given a high degree of responsibility and autonomy because of that.  This places great burdens upon you.  I want you to know that I take the honor code very seriously, and I expect you to do so as well.  In particular, I expect you to do two things:

a.) Write the pledge on all graded materials you hand in, with your signature below it; and 

b.) abide by that pledge.

--If you fail in these obligations, you will suffer the consequences.  Any assignment on which you fail to meet my expectations I will mark as an "F".

Staff:
Professor: 
Charles T. Mathewes, Department of Religious Studies 

Office: 
Gibson (New South Lawn) room 235

Phone: 
924-6708 

Email:

ctm9d@virginia.edu  (Email policy: I try to reply to emails within 24 hours, but sometimes this is difficult.  Please be patient; and please do not email me questions that are better left for office hours, such as questions relating to texts or lectures, for example.  If I don't reply to your email, try my office hours.)

Office Hours:
After class on Tuesdays (12-1), and Friday afternoons by appointment, and otherwise just knock and I’ll hopefully be able to talk then!  (Don’t be afraid of stopping by.)
Teaching Assistant:
Rebecca Levi


rl3fe@virginia.edu
(Further information on Ms. Levi, including office hours, will be handed out in sections.)

Another Thing:

As your professor and as a person, you should know that I care about you and your well-being and stand ready to provide support and resources as I am able. You should also know that as a faculty member I am a “responsible employee,” and required by University policy and federal law to report what you tell me to the University's Title IX Coordinator. The Title IX Coordinator's job is to ensure that student who reports interpersonal violence receives the resources and support that they need, while also reviewing the information presented to determine whether further action is necessary to ensure survivor safety and the safety of the University community. If you want to keep this information confidential, people will still listen: there are specially-charged Confidential Employees you can talk to on Grounds email here: http://www.virginia.edu/justreportit/confidential_resources.pdf). 

The worst possible situation would be for you or your friend to remain silent when there are so many here willing and able to help.

 
Pre-Midterm Syllabus
Week 1: Intro and Moral Bases
Tuesday, January 13: Introduction
James Bond Stockdale, "The World of Epictetus" (read at your leisure, after the lecture--it's good, you'll appreciate it); Plato, Euthyphro
Thursday, January 15: Moral Traditions (I): Judaism and Kashrut
“The Torah is Not in Heaven”; Eliezer Berkovitz, “What is Halacha?” 
Week 2: Moral Bases (II)
Tuesday, January 20: Moral Traditions (II): Christianity and Faith
Akedah (Story of Abraham and Isaac); Soren Kierkegaard, “Attunement” and “Speech in Praise of Abraham” from Fear and Trembling
Thursday, January 22: Moral Traditions (III): Islam and the Environment
Noumanel Haq, “Islam and Ecology: Toward Retrieval and Reconstruction;” Ibrahim Özdemir, “Towards an Understanding of Environmental Ethics from a Qur’anic Perspective” 
Week 3: Forgiveness and The Sunflower
Tuesday, January 27: Christian Responses
L. Gregory Jones, "Simon Wiesenthal's The Sunflower: Is this a Story to Pass On?"; Responses to Wiesenthal by Flannery, Marcuse, Marty, Soelle, Tutu (in The Sunflower)
Thursday, January 29: Jewish Responses

Responses to Wiesenthal by Heschel, Kaplan, Konvitz, Ozick, Levi
Week 4: Lying 

Tuesday, February 3: Christianity 

Plato on "True" and "Useful" Lies, and "The Noble Lie," from The Republic; Dietrich Bonhoeffer, "What is meant by 'telling the truth'?" St. Augustine, various texts on lying
Thursday, February 5: Judaism and Islam  

Louis Jacobs, "When, according to Talmud, a Jew may lie"; Norman Lamm and Israel Meir Ha-Kohen, "Shunning of Talebearing"; A.S.M.H. Tabatabai, “Taqiyah or Dissimulation” 
Week 5: Sex and Religion (I) 

Tuesday, February 10: Judaism
Selected Biblical Passages; Danya Ruttenberg, “Jewish Sexual Ethics” 
Thursday, February 12: Christianity
Stanley Hauerwas, "Sex in Public: How Adventurous Christians are Doing it"; Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologiae, excerpt; Karl Barth, Church Dogmatics, excerpt
Week 6: Sex and Religion (II) 
Tuesday, February 17:Islam

Abdelwahab Bouhdiba, Sexuality in Islam, excerpt; Abu Hamid al-Ghazali, "Advantages and Disadvantages of Marriage" (47-77 in Book on the Etiquette of Marriage) and "Etiquette of Intimate Relations" and “Coitus Interruptus,” (pp. 106-113 in Book on the Etiquette of Marriage)

Thursday, February 19: Religion and Homosexuality: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam
Samuel H. Dresner, "Homosexuality and the Order of Creation”; Gordon Tucker, “Halakhic and Metahalakhic Arguments Concerning Judaism and Homosexuality,” excerpt; Bouhdiba, Sexuality in Islam, excerpt; Eugene Rogers, "Sanctified Unions"; Luke Timothy Johnson, "Scripture and Experience"; Eve Tushnet, "Experience and Tradition"
Week 7: Morality in Public and the Midterm
Tuesday, February 24: Religion and Sexual Violence

Hannah Arendt, "Duties of a Law Abiding Citizen"; others to come
Thursday, February 26: Midterm Exam

Week 8: Morality, Conscience, and Power
Tuesday, March 3: Religion and Politics
Reinhold Niebuhr, excerpts from Love and Justice; Stanley Hauerwas, "Tragedy and Joy"
Thursday, March 5: Religion and Race

James Cone, “The Gospel of Jesus, Black People, and Black Power” (Black Theology and Black Power, 31-61); Ta-Nehisi Coates, “The Case for Reparations”; selected pieces on Ferguson
Spring break Saturday March 7 – Sunday March 15 

After Spring Break Syllabus
Week 9: Capital Punishment (I)
Tuesday, March 17: Philosophical considerations
Selections from Hugo Bedau, "An Abolitionist's Survey of the Death Penalty in America Today;" Louis P. Pojman, "Why the Death Penalty is Morally Permissible" 

Thursday, March 19: Judaism
David Novak, excerpt from Jewish Social Ethics; Elie Spitz, "The Jewish Tradition and Capital Punishment" 

Week 10: Capital Punishment (II)
Tuesday, March 24: Christianity
John Howard Yoder, "A Christian Perspective;" U.S. Bishops' Statements on Capital Punishment; J. Budziszewski, "Capital Punishment: The Case for Justice"; Joseph Bottum, "Christians and the Death Penalty"
Thursday, March 26: Islam
Khaled Abou el Fadl, “The Death Penalty, Mercy, and Islam: A Call for Retrospection” (in Religion and the Death Penalty: A Call for Reckoning ed. Erik Owens, 73-105; 
Week 11: God and War 

Tuesday, March 31: Christianity

Selected New Testament passages; Reinhold Niebuhr, "Why the Christian Church is Not Pacifist"; Stanley Hauerwas, "The Theological Basis of Christian Pacifism"; James Childress, "Just-War Criteria"; James Turner Johnson, "Just War, as it Was and Is"
Thursday, April 2: Islam

Texts on "Jihad in Islam" and selected Qur'anic texts; Averroes (ibn Rushd), "The Jihad"; Mahmud Shaltut, "The Koran and Fighting," excerpt
Week 12: The Environmental Crisis and the Religious Traditions
Tuesday, April 7: The Traditions and their problems 

Selected Biblical passages; Lynn White, "The Historical Roots of Our Ecologic Crisis"; Robert Gordis, "Ecology and the Judaic Tradition"; Karl Barth, "Acting Responsibly with Respect to Animals and Plants"
April 9: Rethinking the Traditions
Rosemary Radford Reuther, "Ecofeminism: The Challenge to Theology"; Ramachandra Guha, "Radical American Environmentalism and Wilderness Preservation: A Third-World Critique"
Week 13: Happiness, Work, and Time
Tuesday, April 14: Work and Time: Why do we work so much?

Max Weber, from The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism; David Brooks, "The Organization Kid;" Josef Pieper, Leisure the Basis of Culture, excerpt; Abraham Joshua Heschel, The Sabbath, excerpt
April 16: The Sabbath
Continue Abraham Joshua Heschel, The Sabbath, excerpt
Week 14: Goodness and Last Things
Tuesday, April 21: Evil
Moshe Sokol, "Is There a 'Halakhic' Response to the Problem of Evil?"; Fazlur Rahman, "Satan and Evil"
Thursday, April 23: Goodness, realism, and relativism

Susan Wolf, "Moral Saints"; Robert M. Adams, "Saints"; Thomas Aquinas, "Whether Any Name can be Applied to God Substantially?"

Week 15: Wait, there is a Week Fifteen?
Tuesday, April 28: Arguments you can't escape

Zbigniew Herbert, "The Envoi of Mr. Cogito"

Final Exam in Nau 211 on Tuesday, May 5, 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
